




MY MESSAGE TO YOU
When we wrote our 2018 manifesto we couldn’t 
have imagined the change that would unfold 
over the next four years. The pandemic has 
affected	us	all,	and	our	thoughts	go	to	the	loved	
ones	we	have	lost	over	this	difficult	time.	It	
showed the extraordinary way in which our 
community	can	come	together	in	times	of	need,	
but sadly also the stark inequalities that still 
exist in our country. 

We	have	all	become	better	neighbours,	friends	and	members	of	our	
community,	and	I	want	to	thank	you	in	the	part	you	have	played	
through these tough times.

Our borough is being let down by 
the Conservatives in Westminster. 
Higher tax, the cut to universal 
credit and rising energy and fuel 
prices – this is a perfect storm 
and local families are being 
abandoned by this Tory Govern-
ment just when they need them 
most. In the last decade we’ve seen 
rising poverty, spiralling housing 
costs and mounting debt. 

For years, residents of Waltham 
Forest have not had a fair funding 
deal from government. Conserv-
ative cuts to our council mean we 
have lost more than £120 million 
from our annual budget since 2010. 
Only by electing a Labour Gov-
ernment will councils be properly 
funded and we will campaign hard 
to achieve that. Yet until then we 
have to make every £1 of your 
council tax go further than ever 
before, whilst ensuring that in this 
time of need our key services like 
social care, children’s services and 
housing are strengthened. 

That is why in our recent budget, 
we agreed a no cuts budget that 
protects our most vulnerable resi-
dents. Our vision is for a borough is 
one of fairness,	opportunity	and	
improvement as well as extra sup-
port for those who need it most.

We are proud of what our 
Waltham Forest Labour 
administration has achieved 
with your support, from the way 
we have worked hand in hand with 
our voluntary and community 
sector and health partners during 
the pandemic to the work that 
underpinned Waltham Forest’s 
success as the first London 
Borough of Culture. From our 
pioneering programme which has 
increased cycling and walking in the 
borough to our Hate Crime Citizens 
Assembly, from our work to 
transform our children’s services to 
our ground-breaking private 
landlord licensing scheme and 
support for rough sleepers.
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OUR RECORD

First ever London Borough of Culture 
in 2019 which has enabled us to ensure 
arts and culture is always placed at the 
heart of our communities

First Ever 
London Borough 
of Culture

Campaigned and supported plans to 
build a new Whipps Cross hospital with 
11,000 residents signing our petition to 
the Government

Whipps
Won’t
Wait

Promoted active travel with 600 Bike 
Hangars installed and 42km of 
segregated cycle track

Supported 
active travel 
and cycling

Invested over £4 million in our libraries, 
including a new Wood Street Library 
and a transformed Lea Bridge Library 

Invested in and 
expanded our
local libraries

Created a Fellowship Square at the 
town hall open to all in the borough, 
with a brand new interactive fountain 
and over 50,000 people enjoyed the 
free events this past summer

Created Fellow-
ship Square at 
the Town Hall

Breathed life back into the former 
EMD Cinema, with a £30m investment 
into the venue’s revival to make it an 
entertainment venue and cultural hub

Created
Soho Theatre 
Walthamstow

Our council have one of the best 
records for new council homes in 
London and we are consistently one of 
the London boroughs with the highest 
percentage of affordable housing

Built new 
council homes 
for our residents

Ran an award-winning choose local 
campaign to boost our local economy, 
with 95% of residents saying it 
encouraged them to shop locally 

Boosted 
our local 
economy

Pioneered an innovative and proactive 
approach to the safety of our residents 
including the first Hate Crime Citizens 
Assembly, Bystander Intervention 
Training and our Violence Reduction 
Partnership 

Pioneered a 
new approach 
to safety

Worked with our voluntary and 
community sector to help residents 
through the cost-of-living crisis includ-
ing over £850,000 on free school meals 
in school holidays and a cost-of-living 
campaign which helps residents to get 
the best support in our community, 
including grants of up to £750

Worked to ease 
the cost-of-living 
crisis
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Opened a brand new Dementia Hub, 
one of only four in the UK  

Supported 
residents with 
dementia

Support for our rough sleepers so that 
no rough sleeper is without help, a 30 
per cent decrease in families in tem-
porary accommodation and a strong 
Private Landlord Licensing Scheme to 
protect residents from rogue landlords 

Supported 
our rough
sleepers

Good with Outstanding for leadership 
and management for our Children’s 
Services, Children and Family centres 
to support families in each neighbour-
hood and our Life Chances programme 
which ensures no child is left behind

Ensuring that 
no child is 
left behind

We now collect the most materials for 
recycling on your doorstep of any 
London council, from coffee pods 
to small electrical appliances

Helping you to 
save the planet 
by recycling

Since 2018 we have planted nearly 
18,000 trees, given away 220,000 
spring flowering bulbs, and installed 
over 400 electric charging points 

Planted trees 
and installed EV 
charging points

Supported residents through the pan-
demic, with 120,000 free masks given 
out, and created vaccination clinics and 
test sites across the borough and set 
up the Community Help Network 

Supported you 
through the 
pandemic

Since 2018 we have supported over 
1000 residents into new jobs 

Supported over 
1000 residents 
into new jobs

Allocated £86 million to provide school 
places and improve and maintain 
community school buildings between 
2020 and 2024, with 97% of children 
getting their first placed school in 2022. 
We also reopened the Suntrap Centre 
with a multi-million-pound refurbish-
ment to provide year-round outdoor 
environmental learning activities

OUR RECORD    

Allocated £86m 
to support our 
local schools

Invested in our housing estates, making 
full fibre broadband services available 
to over 9,000 social housing homes, 
improving facilities from entrances 
to heating systems and ensuring our 
buildings are safe for all

Invested in 
our housing 
estates

Put £2 million in a new Families in 
Housing Need programme to support 
families to gain access to the skills, 
services and opportunities they need 
to maximise their income and ensure 
that their housing is good quality and 
financially sustainable

Families in 
Housing Need 
programme
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A FAIR DEAL FOR
WALTHAM FOREST
We	will	always	be	on	the	side	of	residents,	
campaigning to improve the quality of life for all.

Funding
We will campaign for fair funding to end the historic under-funding 
of our borough. We are an outer London Borough with inner London 
needs.	This	should	be	reflected	in	the	level	of	funding	we	receive	from	
the government. 

Health
We will continue our campaign for a new Whipps Cross Hospital 
that	is	fit	for	the	21st	Century.

Safety
We	will	fight	for	more	police	on	our	streets	and	push	for	improved	
community policing and action to tackle violence in the Borough.

Housing
We will campaign for better housing rights for all and national invest-
ment in social housing. Lobbying for an end to Section 21 evictions 
and	the	benefit	cap,	a	national	Private	Landlord	Licensing	Scheme	and	
a rent freeze to protect tenants. 





We will continue to be committed to our values
to serve our residents the best way we can.
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OUR CONTINUED 
COMMITMENTS TO YOU

Net Zero By 2030

Keep All Our Libraries Open

A Dementia Friendly Borough

A London Living Wage Employer

Ban On Fast Food Outlets Opening Near Schools 

Landlord Licensing Scheme

No Pension Fund Investment In Fossil Fuels 

A Fairtrade Borough

School Streets

Bee Friendly Streets

Smallest Things Employer

Stand By Her

No Space For Hate Ambassadors

An Autism Friendly Borough






